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A Mission Narrative by Philip A. Tenorio
Executive Summary
The McBride Fire in Ruidoso, New Mexico, brought disaster response closer to home than many of my previous deployments. Unlike international missions or major national disasters hundreds of miles away, this tragedy occurred in a community familiar to many New Mexicans. The fire rapidly consumed homes, displaced families, and left residents facing the difficult task of rebuilding their lives.
Through Samaritan's Purse and disaster relief efforts, I had the opportunity to serve families affected by the fire. While the physical destruction was significant, the deployment reinforced a lesson I have learned repeatedly through mission work:
The greatest need after a disaster is often not debris removal or rebuilding structures. The greatest need is hope.
The McBride Fire demonstrated the resilience of communities, the power of service, and the importance of showing up when people need help the most.

Background
In April 2022, the McBride Fire ignited near Ruidoso, New Mexico. Fueled by dry conditions, wind, and challenging terrain, the fire spread rapidly through residential areas.
The result was devastating.
Hundreds of homes and structures were destroyed or damaged. Families were forced to evacuate with little warning. Many residents watched helplessly as smoke and flames consumed neighborhoods they had spent years building.
For many homeowners, the fire represented more than the loss of property.
It represented the loss of memories, security, and a sense of normalcy.
As with many disasters, recovery would take far longer than the event itself.

Conditions on the Ground
One of the realities of wildfire damage is that destruction often feels personal.
Unlike hurricanes that impact entire regions or tornadoes that leave defined paths of destruction, wildfire damage can appear random and indiscriminate.
One home survives.
The next is completely destroyed.
Walking through affected neighborhoods, I was reminded that every property represented a family story.
Children had grown up in those homes.
Families had celebrated birthdays, anniversaries, and holidays there.
What remained after the fire were foundations, twisted metal, damaged vehicles, and ash.
The emotional weight of that loss was impossible to ignore.

Mission Objectives
The mission focused on helping homeowners begin the difficult process of recovery.
Key activities included:
· Property cleanup 
· Debris removal 
· Assisting homeowners with recovery efforts 
· Emotional support 
· Prayer and encouragement 
· Demonstrating Christ's love through practical service 
The work was physically demanding, but the emotional and spiritual aspects of the mission often proved even more significant.

Service Close to Home
The McBride Fire carried a unique significance for me because it occurred in my home state.
New Mexico is more than a place where I work.
It is where I live, raise my family, worship, and serve my community.
Helping fellow New Mexicans recover from disaster created a deeper sense of connection.
These were not strangers from another state or another country.
These were neighbors.
The deployment reinforced the idea that mission work does not always require traveling across the world.
Sometimes the mission field exists right in our own backyard.

Human Resilience
One of the most remarkable aspects of every disaster response is witnessing the resilience of people.
The residents of Ruidoso demonstrated extraordinary strength.
Many families had lost homes.
Some had lost possessions accumulated over decades.
Yet even in the midst of uncertainty, they continued moving forward.
I witnessed neighbors helping neighbors.
Churches supporting families.
Volunteers giving their time.
Strangers working together toward a common goal.
Those moments reminded me that communities often become strongest during their most difficult seasons.

Spiritual Reflections
Throughout my mission experiences, I have discovered that God frequently reveals Himself through acts of service.
The McBride Fire was no exception.
In conversations with homeowners, volunteers, and community members, I saw examples of faith, perseverance, and compassion.
Many families faced questions they could not answer.
Why did this happen?
Why was my home destroyed?
What happens next?
While no volunteer could provide answers to every question, we could provide something equally important:
Presence.
We could listen.
We could pray.
We could work.
We could remind people that they were not facing recovery alone.

Lessons Learned
The McBride Fire reinforced several important lessons.
The Mission Field Is Everywhere
We often think of mission work as something that happens overseas.
The reality is that opportunities to serve exist in every community.
Hope Is Powerful
When people experience loss, hope becomes one of the most valuable gifts we can offer.
Service Creates Connection
Working alongside someone creates opportunities for relationships that might never develop otherwise.
Communities Matter
Recovery is strongest when communities come together.
No family should have to rebuild alone.
Faith Becomes Visible Through Action
The most effective demonstrations of faith are often practical acts of compassion and service.

Personal Impact
The McBride Fire deepened my appreciation for serving close to home.
The deployment reminded me that disaster response is not simply about rebuilding structures.
It is about restoring dignity, encouraging people, and helping families take the next step forward.
As a construction professional, I understand how to rebuild buildings.
As a volunteer, I continue learning how to help rebuild hope.
The experience reinforced the belief that every opportunity to serve is also an opportunity to grow.

Conclusion
The McBride Fire left destruction across portions of Ruidoso and forever changed the lives of many families.
Yet amid the loss, I witnessed courage.
I witnessed generosity.
I witnessed faith.
Most importantly, I witnessed people coming together to help one another during a difficult time.
The deployment reaffirmed a truth that has guided my mission work around the world:
We cannot always stop disasters from happening.
But we can choose how we respond.
Through service, compassion, and faith, we help people discover that even after great loss, hope remains.
And sometimes, hope is the most important thing we bring.

Author's Reflection
The McBride Fire reminded me that mission work begins wherever people are hurting. Whether serving in another country or serving neighbors in our own state, the calling remains the same: show up, love people well, and allow God to work through ordinary acts of service. That lesson continues to shape my life, my faith, and my commitment to helping others.

