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Executive Summary
The Ukraine mission was a deployment into one of the most challenging humanitarian crises of our generation. Millions of people were displaced, families were separated, infrastructure was damaged, and uncertainty became part of daily life.
My role was not simply to provide technical assistance. Like many mission deployments, the true purpose was to bring hope into a place where hope had become scarce.
Through Samaritan's Purse and our mission partners, we served individuals and families who had experienced loss, displacement, fear, and uncertainty. While physical assistance was important, the greatest need often extended beyond food, shelter, and supplies. The greatest need was hope.
As Samaritan's Purse often says:
"When you serve someone in their time of need, you earn the right to share the Gospel." 
This deployment reinforced the truth that service is one of the most powerful ways to demonstrate God's love.

Background
The war in Ukraine created widespread suffering across the region. Families were forced to leave their homes with little warning. Many left behind businesses, careers, possessions, and loved ones.
The scale of suffering was difficult to comprehend.
Yet amid the destruction, the resilience of the Ukrainian people was equally remarkable.
The mission field was not defined by buildings damaged by war.
The mission field was defined by people.

Mission Objectives
The primary objectives of the deployment included:
· Humanitarian assistance 
· Logistics support 
· Community outreach 
· Technical assessment 
· Ministry opportunities 
· Emotional and spiritual encouragement 
The goal was to reduce suffering while helping restore dignity and hope.

Observations from the Field
One lesson that repeatedly emerges in disaster response is that trauma is often invisible.
People may appear strong.
They may continue functioning.
They may even smile.
Yet beneath the surface many are carrying overwhelming burdens.
The families we encountered had experienced uncertainty on a scale most Americans will never understand.
Many had lost homes.
Many had lost income.
Many had lost their sense of security.
Despite these hardships, I witnessed extraordinary courage.
The Ukrainian people demonstrated resilience, determination, and faith in circumstances that would challenge anyone.

Technical Service
My construction and disaster response background provided opportunities to support assessment and recovery efforts.
In every disaster, physical needs are important.
However, one of the lessons I have learned through repeated deployments is that technical expertise is only part of the solution.
The greater challenge is often restoring hope.
A repaired structure is valuable.
A restored spirit is priceless.

Spiritual Lessons
One of the recurring themes in my mission work is that God often does His greatest work through simple acts of service.
Sometimes the most important thing we bring is not equipment, expertise, or supplies.
Sometimes the most important thing we bring is our presence.
When we listen to someone's story, acknowledge their pain, and stand beside them in their darkest moments, we demonstrate God's love in a tangible way.
The people of Ukraine taught me that courage is not the absence of fear.
Courage is continuing forward despite fear.

Personal Impact
Every deployment changes me.
Ukraine was no exception.
The mission reminded me that life is fragile.
The things we often take for granted—family, safety, community, faith—are precious gifts.
The deployment strengthened my conviction that service is not merely something we do.
Service is a way of life.
Serving others continues to be one of the primary ways God shapes my character and deepens my faith.

Conclusions
The Ukraine mission was far more than a humanitarian deployment.
It was a reminder that hope can survive even in the midst of conflict.
It demonstrated the resilience of the human spirit and the power of faith in difficult circumstances.
Most importantly, it reinforced a lesson that has become central to my life:
We often believe we are going on a mission to help others.
The reality is that God frequently uses the mission to transform us.

